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Well, since PREF moved away and the facility is re-

emerging as ñSTOPò (Short Term Offender Program), our 

membership has wondered what impact the change would 

have on our flying field and access privileges.   We now 

have a good idea of what will happen when STOP 

becomes operational around April 1
st
. 

 

First, to understand the changes that will be taking place at 

STOP, it is necessary to understand the change of security 

level from level one to level two.  PREF was a level one 

minimum-security facility with a low-risk population; which 

the DOC describes as followsé  

ñMinimum Security Facilities have the least restrictive 

security measures. Housing is dormitory style. Offenders in 

these facilities typically are serving short sentences of 

nonviolent, non-weapons-based offenses. Also included as 

minimum security are work release program offenders who 

leave the facility for outside employment but return nightlyò. 

 

At PREF, the offenders were ñgood conductò proven 

offenders who were being prepared for release within 

thirty-six (or less) months.  The number of custody officers 

was relatively small and they maintained control on an 

honor or trustee basis, not usually found in a higher 

security level environment. 

 

The STOP program changes the facility into a level two 

Low Medium prison.  The DOC webpage describes level 

two asé 

ñLow Medium Security Facilities have a moderate degree 

of security measures. Housing is dormitory style. Offenders 

typically have shorter sentences than Level 3 offenders. 

Low Medium security offenders are less aggressive than 

Level 3's and 4's, and have a shorter criminal historyò. 

 

This means the STOP facility will have much enhanced 

security and control policies, methods, and procedures.  

Movement in and around the facilityôs perimeter is totally 

controlled by custody officers.   For example, they are 

installing electrified fencing and guard towers with armed 

custody officers to maintain total security.  The offenders 

will be serving a twelve-month or less sentence and not be 

allowed free movement inside the fence like the previous 

PREF ñresidentsò.  Dark blue uniformed custody officers 

will tightly control prison-kaki uniformed offender 

movement at all times. 

 

Those of you who have been part of the Plainfield 

Correctional Facility annual airshow will recognize the 

types of controls being implemented at STOP since PCF is 

also a level two, low medium security level facility.  Totally 

controlled offender movement by numerous uniformed 

correctional officers is the way of life at PCF and will be at 

STOP.  As Superintendent Osburn put it, ñthey are going to 

control the facility to preclude even one escapeò. 

 

So what does all this mean to the club, its membership, 

and our future operations?  Well, thanks to Superintendent 

Osburn, we are going to be able to keep using our flying 

field.  However, we are going to have to adopt some new 

operating policies and procedures to make sure we adhere 

to the more stringent level two requirements.   

 

Moreover, we will need to adapt to some new access 

adjustments, which include the following: 

 

1. Starting on or about March 1st, the back gate off 

Center street will be closed from 6:00 PM to 6:00 AM 

seven days a week. This means access will only be via 

the Main street (Route 40) entrance during those 

times.  They are also stopping the constant flow of cars 
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using their road as a short cut to Center Street and 

vice versa, so donôt drive on their road except to go 

directly to and from the flying field. 

 

2. Starting April 1
st
 movement to and from the field will 

require all vehicles to continue to display emergency 

flashers along with a windshield club placardé 

florescent orange for members and florescent green for 

guests.  (Family members are considered club 

members and will use the orange placards.)  Why the 

cards, you ask? It was pointed out that many non-club 

members had figured out our flashing emergency 

signals and were surreptitiously using theirs to sneak 

back to fish in the pond.  More importantly, they are 

also concerned that others may use the signals to 

cover their ñtraffickingò efforts by getting close enough 

to the fence to toss contraband over to the offenders.  

(NOTEé Placards will be available at the March 1
st

 

club meeting at the Plainfield Library.) 

 
3. The field must be closely policed at all times so no 

potential weapons can be traced to the clubéin other 

words, donôt leave anything behind when you leave the 

field such as tools, trash, props, wires, etc. Literally 

anything can be made into a weapon, so leave nothing.  

Like our State Parks, we removed the trash container 

and ask you to take your trash home for disposal. 
 

4. The fence is being electrified and the tower guards will 

be armed (as they are at PCF), so no approaching the 

fence for any reason such as retrieving an airplane 

without first contacting control for permission. 
 

5. The field will be closed at dark and no flying or 

activity will be permitted after dark. Sadly, that 

means we can no longer stay at the field on July 4
th
 to 

watch the fireworks, but the new soccer fields may be 

available to park and view the fireworks. 
   

A couple of other things will affect the club include: 

1. The club is taking back responsibility for mowing the 

field.  STOP will continue to bush-hog the outer 

perimeters of the field.  This is necessary because the 

new higher risk offender population will not be 

permitted outside the fence to perform maintenance or 

mowing. 

 

2. A local farmer is cultivating the area around the field 

this year.  He is planting corn; however, corn will not be 

planted north of the south edge of our field. This 

means we should have clear approach on both ends.  

They assured that the open ground on both ends of the 

field would not be put to garden. 

The great news is we are permitted to continue hosting our 

events such as the giant scale fly-in, the citywide fun fly, 

etc.  See the schedule in this newsletter for a complete list 

of events and times.  

 

You knowé if you stop to think about it, we have an extra 

benefit being on DOC property.  That being the security of 

the fieldéwe donôt have problems with vandalism, trouble 

makers, or theft.  So while we donôt have the lesser rules 

some other clubs enjoy, we still have the greatest all-

weather flying facility in central Indiana.  With all this snow 

and the resulting flooding this spring, many clubs will be 

ankle deep in mud while we will be dry and flying high. 

See you at the meeting on March 1
st
éBill 

 

 
DDiicckk  DDiieettzz  

TTrreeaassuurreerr’’ss    

RReeppoorrtt  
ridietz@tds.net 

539-6649  

Your Future Field Fund totals $3,163.00 
 
These funds have been deposited in a CD for security 

and to gain interest.  Thanks to all the members that 

supported our 2005 campaign or have contributed since 

then.  You made this possible and successful. 
 

Additional pledges are welcome and donations continue 

to be made to this fund.  If you are interested in making a 

donation, send your check to me or bring it to a club 

meeting. 
 

The Screaming Eagles Treasurerôs Report is presented 

for review and acceptance at each club meeting. Copies 

are available to all members upon request. Call or email 

your Treasurer if you want a copy. Or you can attend the 

meetings with me. 

 
We finished 209 with 64 members and have 42 paid for 
2010.  Iôm sure we can find even more candidates to join 
us in our great hobby.  Bring a friend to the field or 
meeting and letôs make it happen! 
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Editor’s Spotlight… 

 
 

John Barber, marked by the green arrow, and his son John 

Jr. (Far right sitting with pom-poms growing out of his ears) 

had been active in the Screaming Eagles since the 1970ôs.  

He served as club president in 1981.  John Jr. and my son, 

Bob, Jr, soloed together back in 1984éboth are now in 

their forties and sadly,  no longer in the hobby.   

 

John currently is suffering ill health and lives in an assisted 

living facility, i.e., Rosegate Village, 7510 Rosegate Dr., 

Indianapolis, IN 46237.  Dick Dietz stays in contact with 

John and reports that he is doing about the same as last 

year.  He gets out occasionally for family events, has fun 

with the staff and other residents, and still has his special 

sense of humor.  All club old-timers can attest to Johnôs 

ñuniqueò brand of humor. J 

 

 
Though not able to compete, he was able to attend the 

2009 City-Wide Fun Fly to lend moral support.  He is 

standing between Steve Ragsdale and Dick Dietz.   

Dick says John always appreciates a call; his room number 

is 317-888-1172.  You may need to call more than once to 

get him.  Give John a call and cheer him up, especially you 

ñold-timersò in the club. 

 

Editor’s Notebook… 
ü Hey guys, how about attending the 7:00 PM, March 1

st
 

club meeting at the Plainfield library.  Our attendance 

has sucked for a long time, but the camaraderie and 

bull sessions out-shadow the dry aspects of the 

business meeting.  Be aware that I had an 

unsubstantiated tip that Doug Fish has a totally 

mesmerizing program planned for our entertainment.  I 

am speculating that Doug, as a season ticket holding 

Colts fan, will be bringing a special guest for all to 

meet. 

ü AttentionéAttentionéAttention! Page 149 of the 

current issue of Model Aviation states that nominations 

are due for the AMA model aviation hall of fame award.  

I know many of you are probably in the process of 

nominating your beloved newsletter editor for this 

prestigious honor and I am truly humbled by your 

adoration.  I cannot conceive not being selected by 

AMA based on the numerous newsletters I have 

produced over the years.  (Ha!  Bloomer thinks I am 

kidding.) 

ü For those following the IMAA Chapter 561 membership 

drive, we now have thirteen members in good 

standing.  If you are interested, all you need do is join 

the national IMAA at http://www.fly-imaa.org/ , give me 

your IMAA number, and you will automatically be sent 

a laminated Chapter 561 membership card.  The 

quarterly IMAA magazine is worth the $25 national 

dues. 

 

 

Editor’s New Models… 

In spite of my much-stated lack of interest in electric 

powered aircraft, ParkZone introduced scale fighters in 

ñbind and flyò models that overcame my resistance.  These 

models come ready to fly and include everything needed 

including the battery and charger.  (Seems I am turning 

into a building wussy like Doug Fishéhe canôt and I wonôt 

build anymore.)  I hope that these models will keep me 

interested in spite of lacking the sound and smell of my 

many gas and glo engines.  Weôll seeéI havenôt flown 

them yeté but the videos on the Horizon website speak 

well for them. 

mailto:rgroves827@aol.com
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                 ParkZone P-51D Mustang BNF  

The Messerschmitt came with four channels, three bladed 

prop, steerable tail wheel, and detachable main landing 

gear.  The P-51 came with 3 channels and no landing gear.  

I added a servo for the rudder to make it a four channel.  

The charger that came with the Messerschmitt was much 

better than the one with the P-51.  It will charge 2 and 3 

cells and has adjustable charge amounts.  The one with 

the P-51 only charges the 1300 mAh LiPo that came with 

it. 

Something silly, at least in my opinion, is the 

Messerschmitt comes with a decal of the iron cross to put 

on the vertical finéthey offer a swastika (which is true 

scale) but you have to order it special.  They also say the 

swastika is not available in ñall districtsò.  I detested the 

Nazi bastards, but scale is scale.  I went ahead and used 

the non-scale iron cross.  I watch the military channel a lot, 

especially the programs on WW II, so I see the 109 in true 

full scaleéoh well.  Everything else holds well with scale 

and the airplanes are excellent quality, even for foam. J 

 
               ParkZone Messerschmitt Bf-109G BNF 

  

  

 
DDiicckk  DDiieettzz  
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Pilot Report…          
FPV Hawkeye 

 

  
  

This is the Hawkeye by Electric Flights out of Kingsland, 

TX.  Joel K. Scholz has been developing this powered kite 

for several years to carry a point and shoot camera for still 

photography.  Joe is a well know kite designer and flyer 

and he also flies RC. 

 

In place of the point and shoot still camera, I will installed a 

video camera and transmitter for first person view (FPV) 

flying and video recording.  FPV flying is where you are 

seeing the view from the onboard camera instead of 

looking at your airplane.  I have made FPV flights and 

videos before using the Easy Star foam glider.  Check out 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lqu0wDBbpu8 for a 

video of your favorite flying field. 

 
The Hawkeye has a 92ò wingspan, and a wing area of 

2200 sq. in.  It is powered by a 350 watt out runner motor, 

and I have installed a 10.5X5.5 prop running as a pusher.  

The wing loading is less than 3 oz/sq. ft. and I want to fly 

slow and get some new video flying around my property.  

Yaw is controlled by a rudder and pitch is controlled by 

moving the fuselage under the wing with a high torque 

servo.  I have installed a servo to reverse roll the camera 

as the kite rolls to level the video image as I turn the kite. 

 

Flying FPV requires a lot of equipment.  On board the kite 

will be a video camera,  900 mHz transmitter, and a 3S 

LiPo battery dedicated to the video.  The kite has a 3S 

LiPo battery, receiver, ESC, motor, etc.  I am using 2.4 gHz 

mailto:ridietz@tds.net
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flight control receiver designed for use with carbon fiber 

fuselages since I have several carbon tubes in the kite. 

 
On the ground, Iôll have a video antenna, video receiver, 

video goggles, video recorder, and batteries to complete 

the package.  This is a lot of gear, batteries to charge, 

connect, and take care of on top of the flight control 

transmitter, etc.  Almost as much stuff as flying a fuel 

airplane.  (I just had to get that in there). 

 

I look forward to spring and sharing some new videos with 

you at club meetingséDick Dietz 

  

 
EErriicc  MMoohhrr  

PPrroommoottiioonnss  &&  

EEvveenntt  CCoommmmiitttteeee  
emohr@indy.rr.com 

222-1223 

I heard the best news of the year so far the other day that 

we have a green light to hold events at the Screaming 

Eagles Club Field. As the Vice-President of the IMAA 

Chapter 561, Iôm very excited to continue the plans for July 

17
th
 for the Screaming Eagles fly-in. This is going to be an 

awesome summer full of events. I went out and purchased 

a plane just for the occasion. I decided to step up to try my 

hand at going gas powered (want to be able to play with 

the big boys of the hobby). I purchased Bill Penceôs Prime 

Cut. Iôm dying to get out there and start flying.  
 

Anyway, letôs get on to business with upcoming events. 

This coming March 23
rd

, we will be doing another cub 

scouts demo. We will be doing a presentation for the 

Plainfield group pack 304. Time and place TBA. Then on 

April 27 we will be doing a presentation for the Speedway 

pack 504. This will be at Wheeler Elem. 5700 Meadowood 

Dr. Speedway, In. Starting at 7:00 pm. 
  

  

22001100  SSccrreeaammiinngg  EEaagglleess  RR//CC  CClluubb  EEvveennttss                                            
 

ü April 9
th
 - Toledo RC Show. Toledo, Ohio. 

ü April 27
th
.- Plainfield Cub Scout Pack 304 

ü May 19th - Electric Fly-in 

ü July 4
th
 -  Annual 4

th
 of July Family Picnic 

ü July 10
th
 ï Public Static Show. Location pending 

ü July 17
th
 -  IMAA Chapter 561 Fly-in  

ü July 24
th
 - PCF Annual Air show. 

ü August 21
st
 - City-wide Fun Fly.  

ü October 2&3-IMAA Chapter 561 Morristown Fly-In. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

CCllaassssiiffiieedd  AAddss  
  

  

 

Hobbico's Accu-Cycle Pro 

Excellent Condition 

Accu-Cycle discharges, charges and conditions NiCd or 

NiMH cells and packs, while simultaneously measuring and 

displaying valuable information telling you the condition of 

your batteries.  Transmitter and receiver batteries or 

individual cells can be charged, discharged, conditioned 

and analyzed with the Accu-Cycle - simultaneously and 

independently. 

Asking $35 + $10 shipping costs. 

Dick Dietz, 317-539-6649, ridietz@tds.net 
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For Sale – $450.00 

 
Dave Patrick Edge 540                                  

New, Assembled, Never Flown! 
New, never ran, but installed, Moki 1.8 Glo engine with a Bisson Muffler system, and an Aluminum 
Spinner.  This airplane has never had a radio or servos installed.  A roll of matching pearlescent 

yellow covering and the instruction manual are included.  
Seller:  Bryan Ruberson – Avon, Indiana  (317) 272-0642 - bruberson@aol.com 
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